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Upcoming Program

Under the current administration, OSHA has 
dramatically increased the number of inspec-
tions and citations issued to roofing contrac-
tors. President Obama recently signed the 
Federal Budget Act (the “Act”) on November 2, 
2015. A provision was buried in the text of the 
Act that authorized OSHA to increase the 
penalties for citations for the first time since 
1990. Under the Act, OSHA can account for 
inflation from 1990 to 2015 and increase fines 
using a one-time increase. Modified for 
inflation, penalties can increase by as much as 
82%. For example, the maximum fine for a 
repeat or willful violation is $70,000. Under the 
new Act, the fines could increase to $125,000. 
The minimum fine often assessed to contrac-
tors is $7,000 for serious-classified violations. 
Under the new Act, that fine could increase to 
approximately $12,500.

The Act also allows OSHA to increase penalties 
every year to account for the Consumer Price 
Index (CPI) inflation increase. Currently, it 
appears the increased penalties will go into 
effect on or before August 1, 2016, with annual 
increases to start in 2017. Safety is a top 
priority for any roofer. However, given the 
rampant increase in OSHA inspections and 
questionable citations, this sudden and 
dramatic increase in penalties may have a 
chilling effect on construction and adversely 
affect many roofing contractors.

To address these issues, we recommend that 
roofing contractors participate in local, state 
and national roofing associations to lobby for 
changes to OSHA inspections and enforcement. 
Many states have also developed their own 
safety programs using federal guidelines and 
have opted out of federal OSHA enforcement. 
A state-centralized safety commission may 
have more accountability than the current 
federal Department of Labor.

Author’s note: The information contained in 
this article is for general educational informa-
tion only project and go from there. Author’s 
note: The information contained in this article 
is for general educational information only. 
This information does not constitute legal 
advice, is not intended to constitute legal 
advice, nor should it be relied upon as legal 
advice for your specific factual pattern or 
situation.

Trent Cotney is Florida Bar Certified in Construc-
tion Law, General Counsel and a director of the 
Florida Roofing Sheet Metal and Air-Condition-
ing Contractors Association (FRSA), a member 
of the Palm Beach County Roofing & Sheet 
Metal Association, a member of the National 
Roofing Contractors Association (NRCA), 
Midwest Roofing Contractors Association 
(MRCA) and several other FRSA affiliates.
For more information, contact the author at 
813-579-3278 or go to www.trentcotney.com.
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Palm Beach County Roofing & Sheet Metal Contractors Association

Members of our Association recently met with Palm Beach County building 
inspectors and plans examiners.  It was the latest in a long history of 
productive exchanges, dating back to committees that would propose Palm 
Beach County amendments to the Southern Standard Building Code.  One of 
our accomplishments, back then, was to finally remove the senseless copper 
requirements from the code (any other dinosaurs re-member when you had 
to use copper for “L” metal and valley metal on tile roofs EVERYWHERE in 
Palm Beach County?).  Through the years, we’ve met to resolve recurring 
issues (ladders for inspectors), review code changes, or to just periodically 
meet and discuss current topics affecting, inspectors, plan reviewers, and 
contractors.  During our recent meeting, the primary focus was on transition 

A WORKING RELATIONSHIP
THAT BENEFITS EVERYONE 

details (sloped roof to flat roof, asphalt to TPO, Bruce to Cait…..oh wait, that’s a totally different article), and the 
need for the roofing crew to be totally familiar with the details in the permit package.  This type of feedback is very 
beneficial to our members, for it is usually our employees or subcontractors who interact with inspectors in the field.  
As owners, we may not know there is an issue until red tags begin to appear. 

Building on our working relationship with the county, Palm Beach County Roofing & Sheet Metal Contractors 
Association would like to expand this dialogue to all municipal building departments in the county.  Every year, we 
invite all building departments to send officials to our January meeting, to discuss roofing issues for the upcoming 
year.  Participation rates in previous years have ranged as high as 8 to 10 building departments, but there is always 
room for more.  If you are a building official with an urgent issue or message, we invite you to call and attend any of 
our meetings.  We meet most months at 6:00 on the fourth Wednesday at the Hilton Palm Beach Airport, located at 
150 Australian Avenue, West Palm Beach.  If it is more convenient for us to come to your office, we would be happy 
to send a small group of members to meet with your building officials in the morning, before your inspectors have 
to leave.  Either way, it is the most effective way to convey information to our members about common problems 
your inspectors or plan reviewers are observing (as for non-members, feel free to make it rain red tags).  As another 
hurricane season begins, a strong line of communication can only benefit both parties.  As for Palm Beach County, 
thank-you for working with us to provide a quality roof to our customers.

By Mark Landis, Florida Roofing of Palm Beach County, Inc.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Our May dinner meeting had an interesting presentation. Rob 
Foote, who each year gives a multi-aspect report on issues that 
affect the roofing industry including injuries, OSHA, healthcare 
and cyber crime, did a great job at this meeting. Each presenter in 
the Furman group covered their aspect of the presentation with 
great skill. One statistic that seemed to get a bit of attention was 
the number of accidental deaths suffered by each of the various 
construction industries. In the latest statistic Roofers were last in 
number of job related deaths. The statistic that seemed to catch 
everyone’s attention was the fact that the highest death rate was 
in, of all industries, Landscaping. How, you ask, can landscaping 

have such a high number of deaths? You might think accidents with power tools, but no, 
the biggest cause of deaths in this industry is…drowning. What? Yes, riding mowers tipping 
over and dumping the rider into a body of water was the main cause of death in that 
industry. Roofers on the other hand have taken the issue of accidents very seriously and 
are implementing the many safety methods needed to protect the worker. Our monthly 
meetings are interesting and enjoyable according to many of our members. This is a good 
opportunity to network with fellow members of the industry and to offer individual thoughts 
on improving the industry. The main article in this issue covers a meeting four representative 
of our association had with the Palm Beach County Building Inspectors where concerns of 
our members were discussed. We have a very positive relationship with building officials in 
the county and municipal building departments working to produce favorable conditions to 
conduct our businesses. There will be no meeting in June to avoid a conflict with the FRSA 
Convention.  Hope to see you in July. Mark your calendar.

Respectfully Submitted

Glenn Rimpela
President
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I want to take this opportunity to wish all of you a 
happy, healthy, and prosperous 2016. It is an honor for 
me to serve as your President for this year. Last year, 
many of you showed your support for our association 
by participating in our monthly meetings and our other 
events. I ask for your support again for this year. We 
hope 2016 will be a very successful year for our organi-
zation. This association was formed decades ago to 
promote our industry to the public and to assist those 
who are in the field. We have a preliminary calendar 
for 2016 wherein our goal is to make our monthly meetings, interesting, informative 
and a positive networking environment. In January we will have as our guests the 
county and municipal building officials to discuss procedures, codes and any updated 
information. In February we have Mark Zehnal of FRSA speaking about the FBC Energy 
Code. We will have in March, Trent Cotney, Esq. presenting information on Contractor 
Licensing, In the remaining months we will have a speaker on improving cash flow; 
computer security and Rob Foote for his annual presentation on OSHA and other risk 
management issues. We are still searching for a speaker on Green Construction issues 
for roofers and perhaps updates on Icynene and related products.

If you have friends in the roofing industry, ask them to attend a meeting and perhaps 
convince them to join our group. If they come to our meeting with the intention of 
joining, we will not charge them for that preliminary meal as an incentive.

Also in January, we will be give our Jim Carr Award to Walt Millet, Altec Roofing. The Jim 
Carr Lifetime Achievement Award is presented to a person who has brought value to 
the roofing industry through honesty, integrity, and service to the community; an 
individual who has served the public and our industry with distinction over a lifetime. 
We will give the President’s award to our 2015 President Mike Daley for his service to 
the association this past year.
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