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Opinions expressed in any of the articles submitted to the Shear Bull are not necessarily the opinions of  the Palm Beach County Roofing & Sheet Metal 
Contractors Association. The Shear Bull is a forum for those involved  in the roofing industry including building officials & inspectors.
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Keith Bellenger
Gizmo Builders

February 26, 2014

Maintaining residential roof systems

Owners of commercial and industrial 
buildings have long recognized the 
need for periodic preventative main-
tenance to optimize roof system 
service life. However, many hom-
eowners and multifamily residential 
property managers seldom perform 
necessary routine roof system inspec-
tions and maintenance.
  NRCA is concerned long-term 
warranties offered by many residen-
tial roofing product manufacturers do 
not necessarily ensure satisfactory 
roof system performance. Warranties 
often contain provisions that signifi-
cantly limit the manufacturer's liabil-
ity and consumer's remedies in the 
event problems develop or roof 
system damage occurs. Most warran-
ties also require roof systems to be 
properly maintained.

Advantages
The best way for a homeowner or 
multifamily residential property man-
ager to ensure satisfactory post-
installation roof system performance 
is to perform periodic maintenance 
through a formalized, long-term 
maintenance program. Formalized 
maintenance programs offer the 
following advantages:
   - Maintenance is proactive. It helps 
identify problems early when they 
can be corrected relatively easily and 
before they become more wide-
spread. 

     - Maintenance can reveal sources of 
leaks before they occur. 
    - Response time to address leakage 
is greatly reduced. Warranty repairs, 
on the other hand, take time to be 
processed while problems remain 
unresolved. 
   - Maintenance allows for a planned 
approach to roof management and 
future roof-related expenditures.

Preventative maintenance
A preventative maintenance program 
for residential buildings should consist 
of periodic inspections and routine 
maintenance, as well as any necessary 
repairs identified during the inspec-
tions.
   NRCA recommends homeowners or 
building managers inspect their roof 
systems at least twice per year, 
preferably in the spring and fall. Addi-
tional inspections are suggested after 
any severe weather events, such as  a 
hurricane, tornado, or hailstorm. 
   A preventative maintenance inspec-
tion should consist of a thorough 
visual inspection of the roof system 
and adjacent surfaces, such as 
sidewalls or chimneys, that abut roof 
surfaces. Any abnormalities or signs of 
deterioration should be noted. 
    For example, for asphalt shingle roof 
systems, shingle curling or splitting is 
evidence of deterioration. Any 
dislodged or missing shingle tabs 
should be repaired to maintain proper 
weathertightness.

6:00PM-7:00PM - Networking
6:30PM - Check-In

Place: Holiday Inn  
1301 Belvedere Rd  

(At I 95 Exit 69)
West Palm Beach, FL 33406

Contact: Ron Frano  655-5393
rfrano@pbcroofers.com

Preventative maintenance is critical to residential roof system performance

by Mark S. Graham in Tech Today

Continued on page 3
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRES I D ENT

We had a very successful �rst general membership 
meeting for 2014. Our annual building o�cials meeting 
in January drew about 40 attendees. We had a talk by 
Bob Boyer and Michael Fox Building O�cials of Palm 
Beach County, on various issues of particular interest to 
roofers. Bob Boyer also emphasized his interest in 
getting members of our association to attend the local 
BOAF lunch meeting to share ideas and suggestions for 
making the permit and approval process more stream-
lined and e�cient. 

We also had as a speaker Richard Reeder Associate Dean 
in Trade & Industry Palm Beach State College who 

2014 O�cers &
Board of Directors

Miami-Dade
County Approved
Top Notch is a Top Performer!

We at Ridged Systems, LLC are proud to 
bring you our unique ridge support made 
of recycled plastic for roof tile systems. It 
provides superior wind storm performance 
and o�ers longevity to the roof.

2-3/8”

4”

10’

“TOP NOTCH” Assembly Detail

Made with
Recycled Material

• Superior Performance
• Corrosion Resistant
• No Penetrations
• Lightweight
• Ease of Application
• Dimensional
  Accuracy/Consistency

www.topnotchridge.com

561-276-9745

Respectfully Submitted
Joe Byrne
 President

outlined the training educational opportunities for the trades industry (Check the link 
on our Web Site). For our upcoming February meeting we will have an actual metal 
roof installation demonstration by Keith Bellenger, Gizmo Builder. This will be held in 
the same hotel where we have our monthly meetings. I ask you to mark the date on 
your calendar, February 26, 2014. This will be a very informative and educational event.

I want to give a special thanks to Danny Stokes for chairing the January meeting in my 
absence.

I would also like to complement our members who have shown support to our 
association last year and the beginning of this year by attending our meetings. This 
type of support makes our organization stronger and more e�ective in accomplishing 
our goals to improve the Roo�ng industry.

See you at the next meeting.

Joe Byrne
President

Michael Daley
Vice President

George Jacobazzi
Secretary

Daniel Stokes
Treasurer/Past President

Ronald A. Frano MBA
Executive Director

BOARD MEMBERS
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Legal Counsel
Bob Marell of Glickman/Witters/Marell

561-478-1111

Program,Publication & Web
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Construction Industry Licensing Board
Mark Landis (561) 833-9704

Construction Board of Adjustment & Appeals
Peter Dzenutis (561) 844-0892 

Building Code Advisory Board
Joe Byrne (561) 471-8363

Construction Industry Management Council
Joe Byrne (Chairman) (561) 471-8363
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Continued...

Maintaining residential roof systems
Preventative maintenance is critical to residential roof system performance

by Mark S. Graham in Tech Today

During a maintenance inspection, any debris such as leaves 
or other foreign materials that have accumulated on the roof 
should be removed. Special attention should be paid to any 
valleys, gutters or roof drains where debris tends to accumu-
late and limit proper drainage.
   For steep-slope roofs, a maintenance inspection typically 
can be performed from the ground or a ladder to access the 
roof system’s edge. NRCA does not recommend homeown-
ers or inexperienced property management personnel 
access or walk on roofs unless they have the experience and 
proper equipment to do so safely.
   If a maintenance inspection reveals repairs are needed, 
NRCA recommends an experienced roofing contractor be 
promptly retained to perform the repairs. NRCA does not 
recommend homeowners or property management person-
nel attempt to undertake roof system repairs unless they are 
experienced in doing so and have the necessary equipment 
to do so properly.

   Some homeowners and managers of multi-family residen-
tial units elect to retain a roofing contractor to perform 
preventative maintenance inspection and any necessary 
repairs. This approach relieves the homeowners and prop-
erty managers of the responbility and risks associated with 
conducting inspections and repairs on their own. Such an 
approach also allows the inspection, removal of rooftop 
debris and any necessary repairs to take place at one time. 
Many professional roofing contractors offer this service 
through formalized, long-term maintenance agreements.

Closing thoughts
Whether homeowners or multifamily residential property 
managers do so on their own or retain professional roofing 
contractors, NRCA encourages preventative roof system 
maintenance on residential roof systems. Additional useful 
information for consumers can be accessed in the Consumer 
section of NRCA’s website, www.nrca.net/consumers.

MARK S. GRAHAM is NRCA’s associate executive director of technical services. 
www.professionalroofing.net

Distributors of Roo�ing &
Construction Supplies 

Building Relationships, 
Building Trust, 

a Tradition Since 1905

 

• ASTM - www.guidance-inc.com/~roofroof/
• American Consulting Engineers Council - acec.org
• American Institute of Architects - aia.org
• American Society of Civil Engineers - asce.org
• Building Officials Association of Palm Beach County 
   - www.boapbc.org  &  www.boapbc.org/links
• Cedar Shake & Shingle Bureau 
   - www.CEDARBUREAU.org
• Construction Industry Management Council (CIMC) 
   - www.cimcpbc.com
• Construction Specifications Institute 
   - http://www.csinet.org
• Copper Development Association 
   - http://www.copper.org
• Division of Workers’ Compensation 
   - http://www.wc.les.state.fl .us./DWC/
• Florida Roofing, Sheet Metal & Air Conditioning Contractors Association - www.Floridaroof.com
• Galvalume Sheet Producers - www.steelroofing.com
• National Roofing Contractors Association (NRCA) - http://www.nrca.net
• National Society of Professional Engineers - nspe.org
• Roofing Contractors Association of South Florida (RCASF) - www.rcasf.org
• Roofing Industry Education Institute-  http://members.aol.com/RIEIROOF/classes.htm
• Roof Tile Institute - www.rooftile.org
• Sheet Membrane and Component Suppliers to the Commercial Roofing Industry (SPRI) - www.SPRI.org
• Sheet Metal and Air Conditioning Contractors’ National Association (SMACNA) - http://www.smacna.org
• The Council of American Building Officials (CABO) - http://www.cabo.org
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JANUARY MEMBER’S MEETING
- for all pictures visit

www.pbcroofers.com/events-calendar
/january-2014-program-pictures

 

Pictures from our January 22nd 
meeting with Building Officials

From networking events, informative  meetings, and website listings,

Invite your friends, colleagues and acquaintances to join. 
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March 2014
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CIMC  7:45 AM

General 
Member Meeting 

6:30 PM

PBCR & SMCA 

2101 Vista Parkway, Suite 4001 

West Palm Beach, FL 33411

Tel:  561.655.5393

Fax:  561.688.8807

www.pbcroofers.com

http://www.facebook.com/

groups/269143749847473

Ronald A. Frano, MBA,  

Executive Director

rfrano@comcast.net

March Program

March 26, 2014
Holiday Inn

(At I95 Belvedere exit 69
in West Palm Beach) at 6:30 PM

Like us on

Facebook!

Study by Oak Ridge National 
Laboratories for Sealed Attics 

and Spray Foam Insulation 
problems in hot and humid 

climates by Dr. Sudhir Railkar, 
a roof technical expert

29

30 31
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