2013
Palm Beach County Roofing & Sheet Metal Contractors Association
April 2013 Volume 26 - 4

Affiliate of FRSA and NRCA

April Program

Wednesday, April 24, 2013
Winston Trails - Lake Worth
6101 Winston Trails Blvd.
Lake Worth, Florida 33463
12:00 Noon - Sign In
1:00 PM - Shot Gun Start
5:00-7:00 PM - Dinner & Awards

Fee: $100.00 per player
Please Send Checks to:

PBCRSMCA Attn: Ron Frano
2101 Vista Parkway, Suite 4001
West Palm Beach, FL 33411
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The Pros and Cons of By: Glenn
Ametco, lnc.
Metal Roofing
The gaining popularity of metal roofing is
very obvious especially in the residential area.
With the introduction of many new products
and manufacturers, homeowners and
architects are specifying metal on their new
projects. I would like to talk about the advantages of metal roofing and some problems
that can occur.
Metal roofing has demonstrated that, when
properly installed it can withstand very high
hurricane force winds and driving rain better
than many other types of roofing products.
Commercial, Local, State, and Federal
agencies have been using metal for years for
its life cycle performance and cost savings
over the long term.
As we all know, metal is available in many
different styles and a wide array of colors to fit
many residential and commercial applications. Now let's discuss some of metal's
drawbacks: the biggest being corrosion and
rust in our harsh salt atmosphere.
The arrival of galvalume in the 80's gave us
a far superior product to the old G-90
galvanized. lt combines the corrosion
resistance of both aluminum and zinc that
gave twice the corrosion resistance of G-90 in
accelerated salt tests. The original galvalume
however, had a water based oil coating used
for the roll forming process that caused
problems with staining of panels stored in a
stack and terrible rub marks from foot traffic
during installation. The addition of a clear
sacrificial acrylic coating (acrylume)vs./ the oil
was a great breakthrough in the product and
mostly eliminated all the previous marking
and messy oil and allowed for smooth
rollforming.

The mill finish acrylume was performing
very well in most applications. The problems
started occurring in the Kynar and siliconized
polyester coated panels and sheets as the
metal was failing under the coating. The
corrosion was starting at the raw edge of the
cuts and was migratinjg up underneath and
showing up as what looked like a large fever
blister. Upon further investigation, there were
times when the metal had fatigued to
complete rust through, making for a very
difficult repair. I believe that the mill finish
galvalume was getting enough fresh water
rinsing from the rain as to not get this type of
corrosion, except for showing in some flat
seams and under drip edges and ridge caps.
Some manufacturers recommend a "sweet"
water rinse, 1-2 times per year to help prevent
rust from the salt build up.
One of my observations of this corrosion
involve some metal panels that were
produced around 1998. Amazingly we had
several failures from the same manufacturer
all installed in a L2 month period. Some were
near the intracoastal, but others were as far
West as Congress Ave., far from any corrosive
salt spray.lronically, in the mid 90's, lhad
severalof the same manufacturers'roofs
installed on Singer lsland, on salt water canals,
with no signs of corrosion at all. I have to think
that there was something going on with the
steel manufacturers at that time to have this
type of failures in just over 10 years. lmported
Steel or recycled perhaps? I have my
suspicions. One manufacturer, on a galvalume
failure, sent out the factory people from Korea
to inspect. They said they were having
problems with bonding the galvalume
Continued on page 3

Opinions expressed in any of the articles submitted to the Shear Bull are not necessarily the opinions of the Palm Beach County Roofing & Sheet Metal
Contractors Association. The Shear Bull is a forum for those involved in the roofing industry including building officials & inspectors.
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Message From the President
In January, we held our annual meeting with building officials.
It was a very informative discussion of the issues of concern to
roofers. At that meeting, we requested a breakfast meeting
with the various inspectors to further discuss our concerns. The
Building Officials Association has officially agreed to a “meet &
greet” breakfast meeting with our association. We are in the
planning stages of establishing a day, time and place for that
meeting. We will advise our members when the scheduling is
finalized so you can plan to attend.
Our members had a great time at our last general member
dinner meeting where the Construction Comic, Carmen
Ciricillo entertained over thirty of our members with his
comedy act about the construction industry. Many laughs could be heard when he poked fun at
my sartorial choice….so I was wearing a sweater vest…is that funny? Well everyone thought it
was and we all enjoyed the joke.
Those of you who did not attend missed a fun night. We hope to bring Carmen back next year.
Keep it in mind and plan to join the fun.
Our upcoming annual golf outing is approaching and we can still use players and hole sponsors.
Our premium sponsors are set but we have many holes still in need of sponsors. So far, the
number of registered players is very small. There is still plenty of time to register your place. Our
Golf outing has always been a fun event and a good place for networking by our supplier
members.
Hope to see you there.

Respectfully Submitted
Daniel Stokes

TIME TO REGISTER
for the

President

ANNUAL SPRING

Building Code Advisory Board
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GOLF TOURNAMENT

Construction Industry Management Council
Joe Byrne (Chairman) (561) 471-8363

Miami-Dade
County Approved
Top Notch is a Top Performer!
“TOP NOTCH” Assembly Detail
10’

• Superior Performance
• Corrosion Resistant
• No Penetrations
• Lightweight
• Ease of Application
• Dimensional
Accuracy/Consistency

4”

2-3/8”

We at Ridged Systems, LLC are proud to www.topnotchridge.com
bring you our unique ridge support made
of recycled plastic for roof tile systems. It
provides superior wind storm performance
and offers longevity to the roof.

561-276-9745
Made with
Recycled Material
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By: Glenn Rimpela, Ametco, lnc.

Continued...

coating to the steel sheet. Luckily, they did provide a new roof to
the customer at no charge.
There are some steps that can be taken during the installation
process to help prevent rust and corrosion problems. When
drilling your holes for pop rivets, always gather up the drill
shavings and remove them completely from the roof. The hot
shavings will literally stick to the painted surface and will begin
to rust in a very short time. Warranty claims have been made and
the manufacturers will not stand by this condition, sometimes
coming back on the installer.
NEVER use a saw with a carborundum bladel lt makes me
cringe to see an inexperienced installer with his skil saw with
sparks flying, and shavings allover the panels.. Guaranteed
failure! The blades produce so much heat that it burns off all
corrosion protection, hence leaving bare metal and rusty
shavings. There are manufacturers that make specialty saw
blades that work fairly well for metal, although the preferred
method is still shearing. Using the tin snips to shear the metal
helps to draw the zinc across the raw edge that is left exposed. lt
also gives a cleaner, more appealing look to the cut. Always use
sharp snips that are not too worn out for the best job.

Touch-up all deep scratches. Remember, the scratch may not
just go through the paint, and go all the way to the bare steel.
We use touch up pens that come in matching kynar colors that
are very easy to use and last a long time. They are sold by
specialty metal roofing suppliers.
We have made it our policy, after observing the painted steel
failures, to recommend the use of aluminum with Kynar paint
finish in coastal or within % mile of any salt water body. Some
manufacturers will provide warranties up to 25 years on the
finish and substrate in these conditions.
Of course, materials like copper and Reinzinc and stainless
steel are the ultimate metal products, they are usually cost
prohibative to the average homeowner.
I hope this gives everyone at least a little to think about when
working with metal, and I would be happy to hear anyone else's
experiences with metal products or projects.

- Glenn Rimpela
Ametco, lnc.

5 Things to Know

Sixty-five percent of reported home fire deaths occured in homes with
either no smoke alarms or no working smoke alarms, according to the
National Fire Protection Assocation. Here are the most important
things consumers should remember about smoke alarms:

1

Install both photoelectric and ionization smoke alarm technologies to optimize your family's fire protection by providing them
with the best available escape time in residential fires.

2

Remember that interconnected smoke alarms also are beneficial to fire protection. When one smoke alarm senses fire, all
alarms sound, regardless of where the fire starts.

3

Install at least one UL-Listed smoke alarm on every level of the
home, including the basement and outside each sleeping area.

4

Never disconnect a smoke alarm or remove the batteries for any
reason, except to change them. If the smoke alarm begins chirping or causing a nuisance, it's best to replace the batteries.

5

Test your smoke alarm at least once a month.
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Industry Websites
• ASTM - www.guidance-inc.com/~roofroof/
• American Consulting Engineers Council - acec.org
• American Institute of Architects - aia.org
• American Society of Civil Engineers - asce.org
• Building Oﬃcials Association of Palm Beach County www.boapbc.org & www.boapbc.org/links
• Cedar Shake & Shingle Bureau - www.CEDARBUREAU.org
• Construction Industry Management Council (CIMC) - www.cimcpbc.com
• Construction Speciﬁcations Institute - http://www.csinet.org
• Copper Development Association - http://www.copper.org
• Division of Workers’ Compensation - http://www.wc.les.state.fl .us./DWC/
• Florida Rooﬁng, Sheet Metal & Air Conditioning Contractors Association
- www.Floridaroof.com
• Galvalume Sheet Producers - www.steelroofing.com
• National Rooﬁng Contractors Association (NRCA) - http://www.nrca.net
• National Society of Professional Engineers - nspe.org
• Rooﬁng Contractors Association of South Florida (RCASF) - www.rcasf.org
• Rooﬁng Industry Education Institute
- http://members.aol.com/RIEIROOF/classes.htm
• Roof Tile Institute - www.rooftile.org
• Sheet Membrane and Component Suppliers to the Commercial
Rooﬁng Industry (SPRI) - www.SPRI.org
• Sheet Metal and Air Conditioning Contractors’ National Association
(SMACNA) - http://www.smacna.org
• The Council of American Building Oﬃcials (CABO) - http://www.cabo.org

From networking events, informative meetings, and website listings,

membership has
it’s benefits.
Invite your friends, colleagues and acquaintances to join for 2013.

Palm Beach County Roofing And Sheet Metal Contractors' Association
2101 Vista Parkway
Suite 4001
West Palm Beach, FL 33411
tel 561-655-5393
fax 561-688-8807
rfrano@pbcroofers.com
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Member
Meeting

May Program

Rob Foote,
Furman Insurance

May 22, 2013
6:00PM-7:00PM Networking
7:00PM Dinner Meeting
Holiday Inn
1301 Belvedere Rd (At I95 Exit 69)
West Palm Beach, FL 33405

PBCR & SMCA
Office and Phones
2101 Vista Parkway, Suite 4001
West Palm Beach, FL 33411
Tel: 561.655.5393
Fax: 561.688.8807
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www.pbcroofers.com
http://www.facebook.com/
groups/269143749847473
Ronald A. Frano, MBA,
Executive Director
rfrano@comcast.net
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