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As the sun rises over the coast of Florida the 
morning light shines down on an untapped 
goldmine of energy production – the 
thousands of rooftops that dot the Florida 
skyline and �ll the urban and rural 
landscapes. Without a proper renewable 
energy policy in place, this goldmine will 
remain untapped, and a permanent eclipse 
could prevent roofers, contractors, and 
property owners the chance to install solar, 
create electricity and sell it at a reasonable 
pro�t.
      To identify the legislation that is not only 
needed, but also has political survivability, 
look no further than the stump speeches 
and political mantras that de�ned the 2010 
election. Free market forces and less govern-
ment regulations are policy directions that 
cut across all party and ideology lines, and 
when applied to the production of rooftop 
solar energy can be the foundation of a 
simple, e�ective, long term policy.
   In a free market, a property owner can 
install solar on his rooftop and sell the 
electricity that he produces to his commer-
cial tenants or to his neighbor. In the State of 
Florida today, this transaction is not allowed. 
For the government to ban this type of 
transaction is downright un-American. It’s 
wrong. And it’s time for the roofers of Florida 
to stand up and �ght for their rights and for 
the rights of their customers.
      Now is the time. Technology is changing. 
If we are asleep at the wheel the monopolies 
will breeze right past us and extend their 
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monopoly to a place and method of 
energy production where no 
monopoly belongs. As technology 
advances, you still won’t be able to 
build a natural gas facility on the 
roof of a shopping center, but it is 
the ideal home for a solar array. 
       Rooftops in Florida should be the biggest 
collective producers of energy in the state. 
But Florida roofs have taken a back seat to 
empty �elds and clear-cut swaths of 
undeveloped Florida woodlands for what 
little solar development the state has seen. 
Development priority should be the other 
way around. Solar should be developed on 
rooftops �rst and then if there is still demand 
leftover build the empty �elds as a last resort. 
But the problem is that the utilities don’t 
own the roofs, but they do own the land, and 
every kilowatt that roofers or their clients 
produce is a kilowatt that they don’t get to 
sell you. 
      As a result, they have pushed for legisla-
tion year after year that will pay for their 
massive solar farms on the ratepayer’s dime 
while simultaneously blocking amendments 
and bills that would result in distributed 
rooftop generation. Just imagine the true 
local economic growth that would result as 
the di�erence between one massive 25 mw 
solar farm and 1000 or even 100 distributed 
rooftop projects. Which creates more jobs 
and keeps more money reinvested locally? 
The answer to everyone but our legislators is 
glaringly obvious...

FLORIDA ROOFERS-                              
get engaged with renewable energy or 
watch the opportunity fade with the sunset.

Mike Antheil,   Florida Alliance for Renewable Energy

November Program

23rd Annual 
FUN N’ SUN 

Barbecue

Saturday - November 5, 2011
12pm until 6pm

Location:  Ocean Cay Park
Just North of Loggerhead Park

Directions: 
Take I-95 North to Donald Ross Road; 

East To US1; Left, (North) past 
Loggerhead Park at the 

Corner of Marcinski Rd & US #1

For more info:  
Ron Frano  655-5393 or email  

rfrano@pbcroofers.com
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Message From the President

As we move into the month of November, our board of directors 
is discussing our programs for 2012. We notice a drop in 
attendance at our monthly member meetings which is prompt-
ing us to look into ways of o�ering presentations that might 
attract more members to our meetings. It is obvious that 
members need whatever help they can get during these di�cult 
economic times. 

2012 Programs- “Business Basics”

Walt Millet
President

Regina Migliori Reed
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Daniel Stokes
Secretary

Tim Graboski
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Ronald A. Frano MBA
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2011 O�cers &
Board of Directors

Miami-Dade
County Approved
Top Notch is a Top Performer!

We at Ridged Systems, LLC are proud to 
bring you our unique ridge support made 
of recycled plastic for roof tile systems. It 
provides superior wind storm performance 
and o�ers longevity to the roof.

2-3/8”

4”

10’

“TOP NOTCH” Assembly Detail

Made with
Recycled Material

• Superior Performance
• Corrosion Resistant
• No Penetrations
• Lightweight
• Ease of Application
• Dimensional
  Accuracy/Consistency

www.topnotchridge.com

561-276-9745

Respectfully Submitted,

Walt Millet
President

The board has decided to name our 2012 programs "Business Basics". 
Suggested topics for next year would include our annual meeting with 
Building O�cials in January which is just prior to the implementation of the 
Building Code Changes in 2012. We will have a separate meeting to review the 
building code changes with a presenter who is knowledgeable in the new 
codes. With our 65 members, we o�er some push to the legislative arena. So, 
we plan to have a legislative based meeting which can include a PAC fund 
raiser. 

Our goal is to get our voices heard in the State capitol. Another area of interest 
to our members is hurricane season. We plan to have the county emergency 
weather o�cials present to share information. Financial times are tough so we 
would like to have some banking o�cials present to discuss lines of credit and 
other banking matters. A suggestion was made to have a meeting with 
immigration o�cials to discuss the E-verify system. Other areas that directly 
a�ect us in the industry are insurance issues particularly Worker Compensation 
and general �nancial matters to help the small business person through down 
times.

These are a few of the topics we hope to include in our 2012 programs. Of 
course, we always encourage and welcome suggestions from you, our 
members, for subjects that would bring you out to our meetings.

Continue to support your local association.
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We invite individual roofers to become members of FARE and invite 
the association to be part of the Distributed Energy Coalition. The 
coalition is �ghting for the very type of renewable energy policy that 
will directly bene�t roofers in Florida - a 3rd party PPA model of 
energy production. This model, which creates a �xed contract for the 
sale of electricity is highly �nanceable and will lead to a �ood of 
private investments rushing to Florida to �nance these installations, 
creating a market for roofers and their clients to bene�t from.

...continued from front page

But the legislators will go along with whoever lobbies them the loudest 
(and with the most money of course), and the bottom line is that the 
distributed energy industry is �edgling compared to the massive lobby-
ing powerhouse that is the investor owned utilities. The only way to 
make a di�erence is to engage in collective action. With enough collec-
tive �repower, we can make a change and we can begin to develop the 
goldmine of rooftops across Florida.

FLORIDA ROOFERS-                              
get engaged with renewable energy or watch the opportunity fade with the sunset.

• ASTM - www.guidance-inc.com/~roofroof/

• American Consulting Engineers Council - acec.org

• American Institute of Architects - aia.org

• American Society of Civil Engineers - asce.org

• Building Officials Association of Palm Beach County - 

    www.boapbc.org  &  www.boapbc.org/links

• Cedar Shake & Shingle Bureau - www.CEDARBUREAU.org

• Construction Industry Management Council (CIMC) - www.cimcpbc.com

• Construction Specifications Institute - http://www.csinet.org

• Copper Development Association - http://www.copper.org

• Division of Workers’ Compensation - http://www.wc.les.state.� .us./DWC/

• Florida Roofing, Sheet Metal & Air Conditioning Contractors Association

   - www.Floridaroof.com

• Galvalume Sheet Producers - www.steelroo�ng.com

• National Roofing Contractors Association (NRCA) - http://www.nrca.net

• National Society of Professional Engineers - nspe.org

• Roofing Contractors Association of South Florida (RCASF) - www.rcasf.org

• Roofing Industry Education Institute

   - http://members.aol.com/RIEIROOF/classes.htm

• Roof Tile Institute - www.rooftile.org

• Sheet Membrane and Component Suppliers to the Commercial

   Roofing Industry (SPRI) - www.SPRI.org

• Sheet Metal and Air Conditioning Contractors’ National Association 

   (SMACNA) - http://www.smacna.org

• The Council of American Building Officials (CABO) - http://www.cabo.org

Industry Websites

By:  Mike Antheil,   Florida Alliance for Renewable Energy
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CIMC  7:45 AM

CILB Meeting
1E-60 Hearing 

Room Chamber

PBCR & SMCA O�ce and Phones

Visit PBCR & SMCA Online

www.pbcroofers.com

Ronald A. Frano, MBA, Executive Director

rfrano@comcast.net

2101 Vista Parkway   Suite 4001 

West Palm Beach, FL 33411

Tel:  561.655.5393

Fax:  561.688.8807
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