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 IF YOU ATTEND the 2010 International Roo�ng Expo in 
New Orleans, you certainly will see many companies that promote 
their products and systems to be “green.”  The companies imply, 
not so subtly, that their “green” products and systems are going 
to bene�t the environment, create jobs and earn rating points for 
your project.  Without a doubt, going green is noble and attainable 
and I applaud the efforts of manufacturers to support the goals of 
sustainable design and construction of buildings.

 With all the green claims, however, it’s easy to lose sight of 
why we install roof systems in the �rst place.  Let’s not forget that 
roof systems are used to protect buildings from the environment.  
Roof systems are required by building codes to be resistant to 
�re, wind and impact.  They require maintenance and must have 
slope and positive drainage.  Are we installing green products and 
systems that potentially compromise the code compliance or 
weatherproo�ng and water-shedding capabilities of roof systems?

 Maintaining a weathertight roof system is crucial for all 
steep- and low-slope roof systems.  If you install a vegetative, 
photovoltaic or re�ective roof system and it leaks or is dif�cult to 
maintain, have you installed a successful roof system?  Clearly, 
the answer is no.

 Stormwater management via a vegetative roof, energy 
production through a rooftop PV array and low solar absorption 
with a highly re�ective roof system are secondary objectives of 
roof systems.  Much of the push for environmentally friendly roof 
systems comes from outside the roof industry.  Unfortunately, 
mistaken perceptions or a lack of understanding of roof systems 
can result in inappropriate designs.

(continued page 3)

“Is it a roof first
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Date & Time
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6:00-7:00pm Networking
7:00-9:00pm Meal & Class

Location
Crowne Plaza

1601 Belvedere Rd
West Palm Beach, FL 33406
(Corner of Belvedere & Australian)

Directions: I 95 Exit 69
Belvedere Rd., Turn left onto Belvedere 

Rd., Hotel is ½ mile on right corner

Seating Limited
Make your reservations now 

by calling Ron Frano:
655-5393
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tices and other actions aimed at preventing lead poisoning. Under the rule, begin-
ning in April 2010, contractors performing renovation, repair and painting projects 
that disturb lead-based paint in homes, child care facilities, and schools built 
before 1978 must be certi�ed and must follow speci�c work practices to prevent 
lead contamination.
 To protect against this risk, on April 22, 2008, EPA issued a rule requiring 
the use of lead-safe practices and other actions aimed at preventing lead poison-
ing. Under the rule, beginning in April 2010, contractors performing renovation, 
repair and painting projects that disturb lead-based paint in homes, child care 
facilities, and schools built before 1978 must be certi�ed and must follow speci�c 
work practices to prevent lead contamination.
 The new mandate requires contractors to become certi�ed via formal 
training and registering your organization with the authorities.  The training entails 
identifying risks, testing, work parameters, and consumer advisory documents.  
As anticipated, proper documentation and recordkeeping will be a key factor in 
validating your compliance.  Ron Frano has released the consumer bulletins and 
information on the program to our membership.  If you have additional questions, 
please contact the of�ce.  It should be expected that the building departments 
will ultimately be involved with the compliance and may prevent permits from 
being issued for renovation work unless the contractor provides the necessary 
certi�cation.
 Lastly, it appears that the economy is showing some slight signs of 
improvement.  More interest in the marketplace are encouraging but looming 
material price increases are concerns of negative pressure.  Hopefully we will gain 
enough momentum to carry us forward, sooner rather than later.  High rates of 
unemployment and political restlessness are daily topics of concern nationally.  
 Now more than ever, it is vital to remain current with the latest informa-
tion.  LET’S MAKE A DIFFERENCE - get involved with your association!

Tim Graboski
President
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Message From the President
 We are rapidly approaching the end of the �rst 
quarter of 2010.  The weather continues to remain 
cooler than normal with seemingly weekly fronts 
passing through our area.  The unusual weather 
patterns have provided us with precipitation levels 
above normal, and our industry welcomes the addi-
tional business.  On the horizon we are faced with new 
EPA regulations associated with LEAD Paint Renova-
tion, Repair, and Paint Program (RRP Rule).  
 To protect against this risk, on April 22, 2008, 
EPA issued a rule requiring the use of lead-safe prac-
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Certainly, the roo�ng industry needs to embrace
and support the sustainability movement that 
currently prevails.  However, we also need to con-
stantly remind ourselves, as well as those outside 
the roo�ng industry, that a roof system is �rst and 
foremost intended to provide a weatherproof or 
water-shedding covering for a building.

Sustainability comes in many forms.  A maintain-
able, leak-free roof system witha  long service life 
is unquestionably the foundation for any environ-
mentally friendly or sustainable roof system.  Be-
cause energy usage is a primary component to 
sustainability, do not forget about insulation.  A 
properly designed and installed

insulation layer just my be the most energy-
positive element of a roof system.

Weatherproo�ng and weter-shedding capabilities 
and insulation are the primary functions of roof 
systems.  Let’s not overlook the basics as we 
move into this exciting new era of sustainable 
roof system design. 

If we assume the weatherproo�ng and water-
shedding cababilities of roof systems will just 
happen on their own as we design, install and 
environmentally rate our roof systems, we will get 
lulled into complacency.  This could lead to an 
increase in roof system failures and the roo�ng 
industry, which is something none of us want.

Ponding Water Specs
by Joe Kelly

By now, most contractors are aware of a variety 
of “ponding water specs” allowed by various 
manufacturers.  Manufacturer approval of sys-
tems for ponding water does not absolve the 
contractor/building owner of following proper 
roo�ng/maintenance practices.

Pictures 1 exhibits a TPO roof system (no guaran-
tee exclusion for ponding water).  Water from an 
upper roof is directed onto this lower deck, and 
inadequate slope fails to drive water to the 
drains.  This, combined with lack of maintenance 
(organic debris clogging the drains) has lead to 
ponds for months at a time.

Picture 2 shows the potential result of prolonged 
ponding…TADPOLES!

Conclusion:  Having the ability to install roof sys-
tems that resist ponding water should not be 
confused with designing roof systems to hold 
water.  When possible, install tapered insulation

(crickets at a minimum) to get as much water off 
the roof as possible.  Offer your customers peri-
odic roof maintenance, to make sure drains and 
over�ows are free of debris.

If you have pictures of Bad Details that you 
would like to share, email them to:
Joe Kelly - jkelly@gaf.com
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 “Do you repair, renovate, or paint pre-1978 
buildings?  If so, you need to know about a new federal 
rule, or you could face hefty fines!”

The Renovation, Repair, and Painting Rules from the 
US Environmental Protection Agency(EPA) became law in 
April 2008.  You must now use simple lead-safe work mea-
sures to reduce lead dust when working on any pre-1978 
housing, child-care centers, and schools.  The rule applies 
to buildings where children under age 6 are often present.  It 
also includes those where a pregnant woman lives.
 If your project disturbs more than six square feet of 
lead-based paint on the interior or 20 square feet of lead-
based paint (unless it is KNOWN to be lead-fee) on the exte-
rior of any pre-1978 structures, you must follow the rule.  
You and your crew must be certi�ed and properly trained to 
follow simple lead-safe work measures to reduce lead dust 
to ensure human health and
safety.

December 22, 2008  If you are performing renovations for 
compensation in pre-1978 childo ccupied facilities (e.g., 
child care facilities, kindergarten and pre-kindergarten 
classrooms) must provide “Renovate Right” pamphlet to 
parents / owners before starting work.

April 22, 2009  If you want to seek certi�cation as a renova-
tor or dust sampling technician, you may take accredited 
training as soon as it is available.

October 22, 2009  Firms may begin applying to EPA for 
certi�cation to conduct renovations.

April 22, 2010  Renovations in target (pre-1978) housing 
and child-occupied facilities must be conducted by certi-
�ed renovation �rms, using renovators with accredited 
training, and following the work practice requirements of 
the rule.

Do You Have Questions?
Avoid a possible �ne of up to $35,000! Call the US EPA 
today to learn what the new federal rule requires. Call 1(800) 
424-LEAD [5323] from 8 AM to 6 PM, Monday through 
Friday.

The Florida Department of Professional Regulation 
and the Florida Department of Health (DOH) want you to be 
aware of the new EPA rule.  The rule affects everyone.  
Don’t risk being exposed to lead or paying a �ne!
 If you have questions about how to comply with the 
rule, you may also call Ricky Harrison at the Florida DOH at 
1-800-606-5810 from 8 AM to 4 PM, Monday through 
Friday. Or email him at:  Ricky_Harrison@doh.state.fl .us.

Are you a Florida Building Contractor Firm
or do you Work for Yourself?

• ASTM - www.guidance-inc.com/~roofroof/
• American Consulting Engineers Council - acec.org
• American Institute of Architects - aia.org
• American Society of Civil Engineers - asce.org
• Cedar Shake & Shingle Bureau - www.CEDARBUREAU.org
• Construction Industry Management Council (CIMC) - www.cimcpbc.com
• Construction Specifications Institute - http://www.csinet.org
• Copper Development Association - http://www.copper.org
• Division of Workers’ Compensation - http://www.wc.les.state.� .us./DWC/
• Florida Roofing, Sheet Metal & Air Conditioning Contractors Association
   - www.Floridaroof.com
• Galvalume Sheet Producers - www.steelroo�ng.com
• National Roofing Contractors Association (NRCA) - http://www.nrca.net
• National Society of Professional Engineers - nspe.org
• Roofing Contractors Association of South Florida (RCASF) - www.rcasf.org
• Roofing Industry Education Institute
   - http://members.aol.com/RIEIROOF/classes.htm
• Roof Tile Institute - www.rooftile.org
• Sheet Membrane and Component Suppliers to the Commercial
   Roofing Industry (SPRI) - www.SPRI.org
• Sheet Metal and Air Conditioning Contractors’ National Association 
   (SMACNA) - http://www.smacna.org
• The Council of American Building Officials (CABO) - http://www.cabo.org

Industry Websites
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PBCR & SMCA
Association Office and Phones

2101 Vista Parkway, Suite 4001
West Palm Beach, FL 33411

Tel:  561.655.5393  |  Fax:  561.688.8807
pbcroofers.com  |  rfrano@comcast.net

Ronald A. Frano, MBA
Executive Director

FRSA Events
April 29 - May 1, 2010

FRSA Board of Directors & Commitee Meetings
Boca Raton Marriott, Boca Raton, FL

June 16-19, 2010
FRSA’s 88th Annual Convention and

Roo�ng & Sheet Metal Expo
Shingle Creek Resort, Orlando, FL

www.floridaroof.com  - 800-767-3772 ext. 100

General Member 
Meeting: 6:30 PM

CEU Class 
Worksite Safety

Miami-Dade
County Approved
Top Notch is a Top Performer!

We at Ridged Systems, LLC are 
proud to bring you our unique ridge 
support made of recycled plastic 
for roof tile systems. It provides 
superior wind storm performance 
and offers longevity to the roof.

• Superior Performance

• Corrosion Resistant

• No Penetrations

• Lightweight

• Ease of Application

• Dimensional
  Accuracy/Consistency

www.topnotchridge.com

561-276-9745

2-3/8”

4”

10’

Made with
Recycled Material

“TOP NOTCH” Assembly Detail

CIMC  7:45AM

2010 Board of
Directors
12:30PM

CILB  2:00PM


